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Poor Big Al! He just wants to make friends. And in the whole wide blue sea you can't find a nicer

fish. But because Big Al is large and scary-looking, the little fish are afraid to get to know him. What

can he do? He tries everything he can think of -- from disguising himself with seaweed to burrowing

under the ocean floor so he'll look smaller. But something always goes wrong, and lonely Big Al

wonders if he'll ever have a single friend. Then one frightening day, when a fishing net captures the

other fish, Big Al gets the chance to prove what a wonderful friend he can be!
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When rating childrenâ€™s books I like to go by these guidelines. I currently teach a multiage

classroom of 1st and 2nd graders with varying ability levels from non readers to students reading at

or above a 5th grade level.My rating: 5 stars!What or if I would use this for: (Here is the copy of the

lesson plan I used this book for)Readerâ€™s Workshop Big AlMaterials, Texts & Reminders: Sticky

NotesBig AlWhiteboards & Markers for all studentsCLO/Standard I can notice and track character

feelings to help me understand the story (plot/illustration) RL2.1 and 1.1 and W2.1 and 1.1Checks

for Understanding: Turn and TalkThumbs Up and DownStudent participatingLanguage/Vocab:

Character, Strong Feelings, illustrationsDifferentiation/Assessment Partner Work, Visuals, Teacher



ModelsLesson: Motivation/Hook StudentsYesterday we read Big Al and many of you noticed how

his feelings changed throughout the story. Today we are going to look deeper at the authorâ€™s

words and illustrations to understand how Big Al feels. I DoDark blue Sticky Note #1: Letâ€™s look

at this page closely â€“ (Reread it.) I think Big Al felt sad because the author used the words lonely

and big salty tears. (Teacher draws Big Al with a sad face with one tear falling down). We

DoStudents use whiteboards and divide the whiteboard into 3 sections with a marker.Go to second

dark blue sticky note. Reread page and have students draw a simple picture of how Big Al

feels.Repeat with Page 3 dark blue sticky note. (nervous)Repeat with Page 4 dark blue sticky note.

(happy) You DoReaderâ€™s Response.When you go back to your seats, write about how Big

Alâ€™s feelings changed throughout the story.
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